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Date of Hearing : 20.04.2020 

O R D E R 

  Gulzar Ahmed, CJ:-  We have heard the learned Attorney 

General for Pakistan so also the Advocates General of the four Provinces, 

ICT, and Gilgit Baltistan (G.B.). Reports have been submitted by the 
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Ministry of the National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination 

(NHSR&C), National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), Poverty 

Alleviation and Social Safety Division (PA&SSD), as well as the 

Governments of Punjab, Sindh, Balochistan, KP, ICT, G.B. and the 

Cantonment Boards.  

2.  We have gone through these reports and have noted that 

after the passing of the last order by this Court, certain necessary steps 

have been taken by the respective Governments to ensure that the people 

of Pakistan are dealt with in accordance with the Constitution, in that, 

their lives are secured in terms of Article 9 of the Constitution and 

furthermore, all necessary infrastructure and medical facilities are made 

available to them in order to deal with the Coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic. 

3.  All the respective Governments have reported that they have 

made available PPEs to doctors and paramedic staff, their hospitals are 

now equipped for dealing with all situations arising from this pandemic, 

and doctors, nurses, paramedics and janitorial staff, are all attending to 

their duties and performing their functions. We are informed that all 

staff, working in the hospitals and also in the field, is doing a 

tremendous job and that such may be acknowledged. We thus, 

acknowledge their efforts and express great appreciation for them. The 

respective governments are required to ensure that these doctors, 

nurses, paramedics as well as janitorial staff are properly taken care of 

and their salaries and other benefits are paid on time and if there is a 

possibility of giving them special compensation, the same may be done.  

4.  We note that a quarantine centre has been established in the 

Haji Camp, Islamabad and some complaints about inhuman conditions 

prevailing therein have been reported in the newspapers so also in the 

Islamabad High Court. We have asked the Secretary Health, present in 
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Court, to inform us about such quarantine centre. He states that he has 

not visited the said centre but will now visit the same and will furnish a 

detailed report in this regard.  

5.  We have examined the reports regarding the Zakat Fund and 

are not at all satisfied by the response from the Provincial Governments 

regarding its distribution. The same appears to be the case with regards 

to funds of the Bait-ul-Mal. As such, we require more detailed information 

about their distribution and specific reports are required from each of the 

Provincial Governments, ICT and G.B., showing transparency in the 

distribution of Zakat and Bait-ul-Mal funds. We also want to know as to 

what criteria has been adopted by the Provincial Governments, ICT and 

G.B., for making payments to the beneficiaries of Zakat and Bait-ul-Mal 

funds, and what is the breakdown of the amount vis-à-vis the payment of 

money to needy people and the expenses incurred on the administrative 

side of these two departments. An opinion from the Ulema, as to how 

Zakat and Bait-ul-Mal funds can be utilized, is required to be obtained 

and hence, opinions of the Chairman, Council of Islamic Ideology, so also 

of Mufti Muhammad Taqi Usmani, an Islamic Scholar and a former 

Judge of Shariat Appellate Bench of this Court, be obtained in this 

regard; particularly, on the question as to whether Zakat and Bait-ul-Mal 

funds can at all be utilized for payment of salaries to the employees and 

officers of these two departments so also to incur administrative 

expenses of these departments. We expect that the learned Ulema will 

give their opinions before the next date.   

6.  The Government of Sindh has informed us that it has 

allowed certain industrial units to operate in Karachi. The learned 

Advocate General, Sindh has stated that an SOP has been drawn up for 

operation of these industries, keeping in view the Coronavirus (COVID-

19) pandemic. Furthermore, the Sindh Government is going to ensure 



SMC.01/20 

   

5 

that the said SOP is strictly adhered to and that the industrial units are 

asked to give necessary certificates to the Sindh Government. We have 

pointed out to the learned Advocate General, Sindh that the Factories 

Act, 1934 provides for proper facilities to be given to factory workers, and 

that if compliance of such Act is made, there will be a revolutionary 

change in the factories and besides the steps taken by the Sindh 

Government, factories shall become safer places for their workers. We 

may observe that factories ought to ensure proper residential 

accommodation, clean toilets, drinking water, proper canteens, where 

food made by the employers is given to the workers at a nominal price, 

and proper medical facilities are provided. Recreation facilities be also 

made available to the workers. The Government of Sindh should ensure 

that all labour laws are followed by the factories in letter and spirit, and 

the relevant departments, dealing with the factories, are required to 

submit a detailed report in this regard. We may, however, note that the 

above observations, though have been made in respect of factories 

operating in Karachi; in fact, the same apply throughout Pakistan, across 

the board, without any distinction and that the laws of the State in this 

regard have to be strictly observed.              

7.  The Government of G.B. has also submitted a report in 

which it has stated that the condition in this area is satisfactory, in that 

not many Coronavirus (COVID-19) cases have been discovered and the 

figure of total cases is not rising. 

8.  Senator A. Rehman Malik, has filed a report showing the 

efforts made by the Senate of Pakistan to deal with the pandemic. The 

same has been taken on record. 

9.  The President of PMA has also been heard and the report 

filed by the PMA has been taken on record.  
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10.  We have also heard the President of the Islamabad High 

Court Bar Association as well as the President of the District Bar. Their 

grievance is that lawyers are not being provided testing facilities and 

other medical assistance by the ICT. The learned Advocate General, ICT 

has been put on notice and he has made a statement that all practical 

steps shall be taken to redress the grievance of the lawyers for provision 

of necessary medical facilities. 

11.  The Cantonment Boards have also submitted reports 

highlighting the status/condition of their hospitals and other 

dispensaries, so also facilities for treatment of Coronavirus (COVID-19).  

12.  We note that while this pandemic has not reached its peak, 

cases are continuing in the country and are increasing day by day. 

However, we do hope that in this moment of crises, functionaries of all 

the governments shall cooperate with each other, make a consolidated 

effort, and take decisions by consensus for the mutual benefit of the 

nation and its citizens. There should be no lapse in this regard. Further 

reports be filed by the respective governments and the departments, 

noted above. Such reports shall be made available to this Court before 

the next date of hearing.      

13.  Adjourned to a date after two weeks.  
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